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To realize a recycling-based society, EPOC members are
proactively involved in the various activities in the hope
that the Chubu region will lead the way for the rest of
the world. FY2004 has been a landmark year in this
respect: EPOC has increased its planning and further
strengthened its management systems, with particular
attention paid to the projects related with Expo 2005
Aichi Japan, which started on March 25, 2005. Other
main movements in FY2004 include the following.

Expo Promotion Operations

The Environmental Partnership Organizing Club (EPOC) will
undertake the following two projects at Expo 2005, a
major international fair to be held in Aichi Prefecture from
March 25. EPOC will collaborate with the Japan Associ-
ation for the 2005 World Expo in preparing for the Expo
and in the operation of actual events.

The first project is a “Back Yard Tour,” which is one of the
“Expo Eco Tours” being held by the Expo Association. On
this tour, visitors will be able to see numerous environ-
mental technologies that are hidden within the pavilions
and other facilities on the Expo grounds. EPOC Guides will
lead visitors on this fascinating exploration of the Expo’s
advanced environmental technologies.

The second project, the “Eco Talk Session,” is an environ-
mental talk show at the Expo where top executives from
EPOC member companies will speak directly with the
children who will bear the responsibilities of the next
generation. The children will interact with the companies
before the show through studies on selected themes,
learning together about the environment.

EPOC member companies will participate actively in each of
these projects, and will contribute to planning and
operation. We believe that these events will contribute to
a deeper understanding among the participants regarding
the formation of a sustainable society.

Development and Dissemination of Environ-
mental Management Methods

EPOC has created a simplified version of the “EPOC
Environmental Communication System (ECOMS),” featuring
an easier and less detailed registration process, in order to
encourage registration by new member companies and to
promote even smoother communications. Since imple-
menting the new system, five new member companies
have registered, bringing the total number of registered
companies to 58.

We also held a series of workshops entitled Future
Environmental Management. The workshops involved
addresses and case studies covering highly topical and
important matters relating to environmental management
in the future, and enjoyed robust attendance from a large
number of companies involved, or considering involvement,
in environmental management.

Challenge Toward Eco-Efficiency

As part of efforts to achieve a sustainable economic society,
EPOC members have published and executed declarations
regarding reductions in the volumes of resources and

energy used, and measures to prevent the release of
harmful chemical substances into the environment. EPOC
aims to maximize the use of recyclable resources, promote
communications regarding energy conservation and
environmental risks, and encourages timely publication of
information related to environmental business.

This year, we have established a study group that will focus
on “Aichi Eco-town Operations,” aimed at making the
Chubu Region one of the most advanced environmental
regions in the world. In addition to promoting discussions
regarding issues and resolutions for encouraging the use of
waste materials, EPOC is currently involved in activities
targeting the creation of environmental businesses. We
have also established study groups focusing on reducing
the number of environmental pollution accidents, which
have occurred with alarming frequency in recent years, by
preventing such accidents before they occur, and have
been working to accumulate a strong base of fundamental
knowledge regarding issues such as environmental
management and environmental risk management.

Promoting Enlightenment

EPOC holds gatherings and forums hosted by member
companies that are avidly involved in environmental
activities, in order to encourage the sharing of environ-
mental technologies and other specialized knowledge. In
addition to increasing the capabilities of EPOC members,
these activities contribute to the proliferation of environ-
ment activities among stakeholders on various levels.

Spreading Acknowledgement in Society

EPOC conducts research to support environmental
education for the next generation through collaborations
with schools and other educational institutions, and at the
same time participates in urban beautification activities to
contribute to the maintenance of a cleaner environment.
By demonstrating the stance of companies in taking action
to resolve environmental problems, we hope to increase
the overall awareness of environmental issues throughout
society as a whole.

Global Exchanges

EPOC hosts European study tours and gatherings with
companies and organizations accepting foreign trainees as
part of its efforts to promote greater international
understanding.

Planning Activities

In addition to promoting event activities that involve EPOC
as a whole, including all of its divisions, we conduct
discussions of common issues to strengthen EPOC's
foundations so as to ensure smoother operations.

Public Relations
EPOC actively publishes information via the Internet to
encourage new membership, and to introduce the Club’s
own activities as well as the environmental activities of its
member companies.
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Development and Dissemination of Environmental Management Methods
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Challenge Toward Eco-Efficiency
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